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Greetings VCBA, 

As we head into June, we mark the halfway point of our calendar year (I can’t 

believe it either).   

In doing so, I am delighted to reflect on what we've achieved and continue to 

achieve through the Volusia County Bar Association. Our local bar association’s commitment to 

professional growth and community support continues to shine brightly, especially through our re-

cent accomplishments in hosting current, on-topic continuing legal education seminars. Most re-

cently, the VCBA hosted CLE seminars on “Artificial Intelligence” as well as “Legal Tools for Mental 

Health & Substance Abuse.” The feedback from these sessions has been positive, and we will con-

tinue to plan additional programs for the rest of the year. If you have a great idea for a CLE or have 

one you wish to present, let us know!  

In addition to our educational endeavors, it's essential to continue to recognize the significance of 

mentorship and mutual support within our association. As attorneys, it's our responsibility to guide 

and support our newer colleagues as they navigate the complexities of the legal profession. By fos-

tering a culture of mentorship and camaraderie, we not only strengthen our individual practices but 

also elevate the standards of our entire legal community. I have mentioned before how instrumental 

it was for me when I was a younger associate. Let’s keep up the good work. 

As we embark on this new month of June, let us reaffirm our commitment to excellence, collabora-

tion, and community. Together, we will continue to uphold the values of the Volusia County Bar As-

sociation and make meaningful contributions to the legal profession and the community we serve. 

And on a warm note of welcome (very appropriate for June), I am pleased to spotlight the arrival of 

our new Executive Director, Sarah Grover, who now takes over for Kathie Selover starting June 1st. 

Sarah brings with her a wealth of experience and a fresh perspective, and I have no doubt that her 

skills and contributions will further propel the VCBA to future successes. Let us extend our heartfelt 

greetings and support to Sarah as she begins this exciting journey with us.  

Wishing you all a productive and fulfilling month ahead! 

 

Warm regards, 

Catherine Taylor Lamb  

President 

Volusia County Bar Association 
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Dear VCBA, 

I am honored to join you as your new Executive Director. It is a privilege to be 

part of such a dynamic and esteemed organization and I look forward to working 

with you to continue advancing our mission and serving our legal community. 

My career and education has equipped me with a diverse range of experience 

that will be invaluable in my role. I received my undergraduate degree in Inte-

grated Business from the University of Central Florida and Master of Business 

Administration from Stetson University. Over the past eight years I have worked in association man-

agement as well as spent time volunteering and have served two terms on a local non-profit Board. 

Throughout my experience I have learned the importance of building strong relationships, fostering 

engagement, and creating value for members.  

I am committed to supporting our association in every way possible; through organizing impactful 

Continuing Legal Education (CLE) seminars, enhancing our communication and engagement, en-

suring the seamless execution of our programs and events, my goal is to make sure the VCBA con-

tinues to thrive and serve as a valuable resource for all our members. 

I am enthusiastic about the opportunities ahead and am here to support you in any way I can. 

Please feel free to reach out with any ideas, questions, or feedback. Thank you for welcoming me to 

this role, together we can achieve great things for the Volusia County Bar Association. 

 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Grover 

Executive Director 

Volusia County Bar Association 

CLE RECAP 

Artificial Intelligence 2024:  

Thinking in a New Era 

May 17, 2024 

CLE Credits: 3 

 

Thank you to our speakers for making this 

event possible: 

• Lori Sandman, Esq. Sandman Law Of-

fice, PLLC 

• Jeff Franklin, Esq., Prince Law Offices 

PC 

• Derreck Ogden, CEO of W-O-M Tech-

nology Management Group 

 

We will also have a recording available for 

purchase for those who were unable to 

make it. 



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Lori Sandman 

Lori specializes in Intellectual Property law, including patents, trademarks, copyrights, 

and trade secrets. Additionally, she is proficient in Alternative Dispute Resolution, encom-

passing mediation and arbitration. 

 

Born on an Air Force base in Newfoundland, Canada, Lori's early life was marked by fre-

quent relocations. She spent her childhood in south Florida but also experienced living in 

various countries, including a memorable third grade in Guatemala and eighth grade in 

Australia. Lori pursued her undergraduate studies at the University of Vermont, graduat-

ing in 1986. She later attended law school at the University of Montana in Missoula, 

where she earned her law degree in 2008.  

 

Lori's legal career was notably devoid of a traditional mentor. She believes this lack of guidance initially put her at a dis-

advantage. However, working with many inspirational and influential individuals, particularly women, helped her develop 

her professionalism. Lori strongly advocates for mentorship within the legal field, emphasizing the importance of having 

a reliable advisor for career development and support. 

 

If Lori were not practicing law, she envisions herself as an explorer or adventurer. This alternative career choice high-

lights her curiosity, love for discovery, and passion for experiencing new challenges and environments. Lori has a deep 

appreciation for music, particularly the Americana genre, which blends traditional American styles and instruments with 

contemporary sounds and technology. In addition to her legal career, Lori is currently studying beekeeping! 

 

Lori Sandman's multifaceted career and interests paint a picture of a dedicated legal professional with a rich personal 

life and an adventurous spirit. Her journey through various cultures, academic achievements, and personal pursuits ex-

emplifies her dynamic approach to both her profession and life. 

Justin Munizzi 
 
Justin is a dedicated legal professional specializing in Business, Real Estate, and Title Ser-
vices. His primary focus is on advising business owners on routine legal matters and over-
seeing mergers and acquisitions transactions. His expertise ensures that businesses navi-
gate legal complexities with confidence and precision. 
 
Born in Winter Park, Justin grew up in Lake Mary, Florida. He pursued his undergraduate 
studies at Stetson University, earning a Bachelor of Business Administration in 2013. He 
then attended Barry University School of Law, where he received his Juris Doctor degree 
in 2016. 
 
Throughout his career, Justin benefited from mentors who helped him identify his strengths 
and weaknesses during his pre-law days. In his legal practice, he learned the most from 

peers who were also new law firm owners and young attorneys with a business focus. Justin emphasizes the value of 
learning through experience, acknowledging that mistakes are often part of the process. Recognizing the lack of men-
torship in his early legal career, he is now passionate about mentoring others, addressing both spiritual and vocational 
needs. He recently completed the Florida Bar's mentoring program, forming a meaningful connection with a young at-
torney. Justin advocates for greater emphasis on mentorship within the legal profession. 
 
If Justin were not practicing law, he envisions himself as either a teacher or the owner of a landscape maintenance 
company, whimsically named "Munizzi Lawn Firm." Justin's musical tastes are broad, ranging from jazz and southern 
rock to acoustic and heavy metal. A staple in his household is classic Christian hymns and psalms, with a particular 
fondness for Brian Sauvé's renditions of the Psalms. One might be surprised to learn that Justin and his family of five 
own and operate a small hobby ranch on their land. When he's not managing legal matters, Justin enjoys building struc-
tures, mowing, and caring for animals on the ranch; this lifestyle brings him immense joy and fulfillment. 
 
Justin's multifaceted career and personal interests highlight his dedication to both the profession and his family. 



MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Michael Drywa 

Michael serves as the Associate General Counsel for a software services company headquar-
tered in Cincinnati, Ohio, while working from home in Volusia County. His practice areas encom-
pass Contract Law, Employment Law, Mergers & Acquisitions, and Litigation Management. Be-
fore this role, Michael spent 18 years in private practice in Greater Boston, focusing on Commer-
cial Litigation and Employment Law. 
 
Michael was born and raised in Pawtucket, Rhode Island. He earned his Bachelor of Science in 
Industrial Technology from Rhode Island College in 1988 and later pursued his Juris Doctor de-
gree from Roger Williams University School of Law, graduating in 1998. His background in in-
dustrial technology provided a unique perspective and foundation for his legal career. Before and 
during law school, Michael worked as an industrial engineer.  
 
Michael did not have a traditional mentor, but there are many individuals who’s generosity aided 
him greatly throughout his career. He began trying cases only seven months after law school, 

often relying on his own initiative and the generosity of judges and more experienced opposing counsel. These individ-
uals offered invaluable insights and strategies that helped him refine his legal skills and avoid burnout.  
 
Michael's musical taste leans towards Hard Rock, both classic and modern. His alternative career choice would be to 
become a full-time writer. A lesser-known fact about Michael is his talent for writing and illustrating children's books, 
although none of his works have been published yet. 

“Why you gotta be so mean?” 

Taylor Swift, Mean 
  
Recently, it has become more obvious that some of the 
shiny civility shown in professional practice has started to 
tarnish. The Florida Bar has noticed too. We are now all 
required to complete an additional CLE Requirement: Pro-
fessionalism Expectations: A Mandatory CLE for Members 
of The Florida Bar. Here is a link to the free course: Florida 
Bar New CLE Requirement 
 
In addition to the course requirement, the Supreme Court 
of Florida adopted revised Professionalism Expectations. 

Part of the Court’s Corrected Opinion emphasizes “Florida’s professionalism standards apply to all forms of communi-
cation, including online communication, and to both in-person and remote (video or audio) interactions with others”. 
See Supreme Court of Florida SC2023-0884. It never hurts to take a minute (or more) and consider a response to an 
email before replying in a manner that is lacking in professionalism and serves little purpose. 
 
Family law practice, in particular, requires the management of clients and their emotions on a heightened scale. While 
it is easy to mirror the outrage of our clients, rarely is the client’s best interest served by parroting back what they want 
to hear. Often this bolstering of client emotion leads to ratcheting up the tensions and turmoil of the case, which inevi-
tably trickles down to the children. 
 
I believe that our local family law bar is overwhelmingly congenial and most of us consider each other friends as well 
as colleagues. We see each other in court, by Zoom, and often at weddings, holiday celebrations, and major personal 
life events. Battles are being fought in our personal lives and on behalf of our clients. 
  
I look forward to a new Volusia County Bar year, if you have not attended a happy hour social at Chart House, I en-
courage you to do so. Not only is it totally free for members, but these socials give us an opportunity to connect with 
colleagues, meet new ones, and remember that we are all more than just advocates for our clients. I hope to see you 
all there. 
 

 Sara E. Glover 
Family Law Section and Social Chair, VCBA 

https://tfb.inreachce.com/Details/Information/50353a32-ef54-4e19-a1d7-4f7672f4c79e
https://tfb.inreachce.com/Details/Information/50353a32-ef54-4e19-a1d7-4f7672f4c79e
https://supremecourt.flcourts.gov/content/download/872485/opinion/sc2023-0884.pdf








 

 

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY 

 

Associate attorney needed in New Smyrna 
Beach.  Wright & Casey, PA has an opening 
for a 2-6 year attorney to join our community 
association and litigation team. Experience in 
both condo/HOA law and civil litigation pre-
ferred. We offer competitive pay and benefits. 
Please send your resume and cover letter (or 
email), to bcasey@surfcoastlaw.com. 

All submissions will be held in the strictest 
confidence. 

mailto:bcasey@surfcoastlaw.com






 

 
Medical Malpractice 

Pharmacy Negligence 
Serious Personal Injury 

Wrongful Death 

 
 

 
MEDIATION SERVICES: 

C. Anthony Schoder, Jr. 
Jason Brown 

 
 

 

CRANSHAW BROWN 
Todd Cranshaw    Jason Brown 

481 N. U.S. Highway One 

Ormond Beach, FL  32174 

Tel. (386) 615-0515 

 

 

tcranshaw@cranshawbrown.com 
jbrown@cranshawbrown.com 



The Communicator is published by the Volusia County Bar Association as a part of its commitment to information relevant to issues and        

concerns at the local level. Opinions  expressed or positions taken are those of the author and may not  reflect the views of   the publication of the 

Volusia County Bar  Association. Articles for publication should be sent via email to volusiabar@gmail.com no later than the 15th of the month.   

Rates are listed on the Advertising Opportunities page on www.volusiabar.org.      

SECTIONS & COMMITTEES 

Solo/Small Firm Section - Lori Sandman, Chair 

Family Law Section - Sara Glover, Chair 

Elder Law Section - Victoria Zinn, Chair 

State & Local Government Section - Carly Meek, Chair 

Workers Comp Section - Clay Meek, Chair 

Volusia County Bar Association 

Sarah Grover, Executive Director  
1440 N. Nova Road, Suite 101 

Daytona Beach, FL 32117 

Phone & Text: 386-253-9471 

volusiabar@gmail.com   

www.volusiabar.org 

2023-24 VCBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Catherine Taylor-Lamb, President  

J. David Ellzey, President Elect  

Lori Sandman, Treasurer 

Tonya Cromartie, Secretary  

Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023-24 YLD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Michael Lyons, President 

Carleen Leffler, President Elect 

Hunter Morrill, Treasurer 

Alyson Bryant, Secretary 

Directors 

 

 

 

 
 

Michael Ciocchetti 

Mark Cressman 

MaryCatherine Crock 

Michael Drywa 

Sara Glover 

Maria Indelicato 

Andrea Kerr 

Maria McCorkle 

Mel Stack 

 

Angela Burke 

Taylor Carley 

Sydney Cichon 

Carlos Gavilanes 

Courtney Jones 

Mikaela Nordman 

Lara Rezapour 

Edwin Thiruchelvam 

 
  

 

Volusia County Law Library  

Countywide Resources & Services  

• DeLand Law Library in the Volusia County Courthouse. 

• Daytona Beach Law Library in the Volusia County Courthouse Annex. 

• Volusia County Legal Research Computers in the New Smyrna Beach, 

Deltona, and Ormond Beach Public Libraries. 

Visit us at one of these locations: 

www.vclawlib.org 

mailto:volusiabar@gmail.com?subject=contact
http://www.volusiabar.org
mailto:volusiabar@gmail.com?subject=contact
http://www.volusiabar.org
http://www.vclawlib.org/cle-cme-courses/

